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REMARKS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application as presently amended and in light of the 
following discussion is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1, 2, 10, and 15 are presently active in this case. Claim 1 having been 
amended by way of the present Amendment and Claims 3-9, 1 1-14, and 16-25 having been 
canceled without prejudice or disclaimer. 

In the outstanding Official Action, Claims 1, 2, 10, and 15 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Furukawa (JP 60-224,558A), optionally 
considering Tanaka et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,132,81 8) in view of Kongo et al. (U.S. Patent 
No. 4,190,759). For the reasons discussed below, the Applicants request the withdrawal of 
the obviousness rejection. 

In order to expedite prosecution of the present application. Claim 1 has been amended 

in a non-narrowing manner to include the phrase "wherein pattems of characters, diagrams or 

symbols are formed in the film on said material to be marked by the second process," as 

suggested by the Examiner on page 2, of the Official Action, The Examiner indicated on 

page 2 of the outstanding Official Action that pattem formation in the cited references occurs 

in a first process, and thus the references do not teach pattem formation in the second process 

as claimed in the present application. Thus, the Applicants respectfully submit that Claim 1 

distinguishes over the pending obviousness rejection. The Applicants submit that Claim 1 is 

allowable over the cited references for the reasons discussed in detail in the Amendment filed 

on April 15, 2003, which is incorporated herein by reference. 

Since this issue has been previously considered by the Examiner, as evidenced by the 

Interview Summary (paper No. 20) and the discussion on pages 2-3 of the outstanding 
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Official Action, then the Applicants respectfully request entry of the amendment to Claim 1 
set forth herein. 

Thus, it is respectfully submitted that the present application is in condition for formal 
allowance and an early and favorable reconsideration of this application is therefore 



requested. 
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